[image: image1.jpg]szeichen
sign of hape












November 16, 2010

Clear evidence of severe pollution in Southern Sudan’s oilfields

After a six day trip to Unity, Al Nar and Toma South oilfields in Southern Sudan, a German human rights organization has fresh evidence that oil companies are polluting ground water.

Nairobi - Sign of Hope’s vice chairman Klaus Stieglitz presents the results of his team’s findings after having carried out a six day field research in Thar Unity, Al Nar and Toma South oilfields (Southern Sudan):
“We have seen clear evidence of dramatic pollution in the oilfields of El Nar, Toma South and Unity. 

In Unity oilfield we have assessed the produced water management system at the field processing facility (FPF) with shocking results. Close to the FPF we saw large ponds filled with oil. Those ponds were not lined with plastic sheets. The oil is allowed to seep into the ground and reach the upper water layer which is an important source of drinking water for more than 180,000 people living in the affected areas north of Bentiu. The so called “bio-remediation plant” is nothing more than a soak away system in which the produced water, which contains significant amounts of contaminants, is allowed to seep into the ground. There is no plastic lining  that would prevent seepage. 
In Unity oilfield we additionally moved to a site where the oil drilling process is still under way. Drilling liquids, which usually contain remarkable amounts of poisonous chemicals, were allowed to seep into the ground as no plastic lining was put in place. 

Both at the Toma South FPF and at the Al Nar FPF we saw similar ponds filled with oil and not lined with plastic sheets. The produced water there is discharged to the soil as the ponds in the remediation system are not lined with plastic sheets. We saw leaking containers each filled with approximately 1 cubic meter (1000 litres) of oil dumped at both of these sites. Both at Toma South and at Al Nar these containers were lined up next to  the shore of a remediation pond, allowing their contents to slowly seep into the ground.”
Stieglitz concludes his team’s findings:

“What we saw in the oilfields is an environmental disaster. The companies which are extracting and producing oil in that region are putting the lives of more than 550,000 humans who are living in Unity state at risk. The responsible oil companies are about to destroy the Sudd, the world’s largest swamplands, by discharging their waste practically untreated.
We strongly condemn these practices of waste discharge and urge the companies to immediately and fundamentally change their environmental behaviour. 
According to water analysis which we carried out in the field, and according to our previous findings, the contamination has already reached the upper drinking water layer. We have taken water samples at several water hand pumps throughout Unity state. Some of these water wells contained extremely high concentrations of salt and heavy metals like lead and chromium. High saline waters cause diarrhoea which if left untreated could lead to death. In one water well the amount of lead was as high as 0.17 mg/litre, exceeding the WHO drinking water guideline17-fold. Lead can cause delays in the physical or mental development of children. Adults can face kidney problems.
The Khartoum Government must take immediate steps to establish a systematic su​pervision to make sure that the companies operating in the whole of Sudan fully com​ply with the provisions of the Sudanese Drinking Water Standard issued by the Suda​nese Standards and Metrology Organization in 2002. Drinking water standards already exist, they need to be implemented.
We have approached the Government of Unity state in Southern Sudan about our previous findings concerning the contamination of groundwater resources by the exploration and production of oil companies in Thar Jath oilfield. The Government of Unity State has shown concern and encouraged us to extend our activities to more oilfields north of the state capital of Bentiu. We were conducting our assessment trip in the presence of Eng. William Garjang Gieng, the Minister of Environment and Natural Resources of Unity State.”
Since February 2008 Sign of Hope has conducted several assessment trips to the oilfields of Thar Jath and Mala, south of Bentiu. The group identified drilling pits and the produced water discharged off the Thar Jath facility to the swamplands to be the two main sources of contamination. They also found scientific evidence for a direct correlation between the discharged waste and the contamination of drinking water. The group employed an independent scientist who analysed more than 50 water samples.
The oil fields Toma South, Al Nar und Unity are all located in block 1. The operating consortium there is called GNPOC (Greater Nile Petroleum Operating Company). The shares are: CNPC 40 %, Petronas 30 % ONGC Videsh 25 % and Sudapet 5 %. The Thar Jath oilfield is located in Block 5 A. The operating consortium there is called WNPOC (White Nile Petroleum Operating Company). The shares are: Petronas 68,875 %, ONGC Videsh 24,125 % India, Sudapet 7 %.
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