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February 28, 2007


New evidence of Janjaweed attacks in Southern Darfur and presence of pro-Khartoum militia in Southern Sudan

Recent Janjaweed attacks in Southern Darfur

Nairobi - After a four-day trip to Southern Sudan, close to the border with Darfur, the German NGO “Sign of Hope” presents new evidence about recent Janjaweed at​tacks in Darfur. According to eye witnesses in an IDP camp in Boro Medina, people from Darfur have been attacked by Arab militias as recently as December and Janu​ary. “They told us: If you stay here, we will kill you all”, said 50 year old woman Hawa Idriss Adam from Elabo in Southern Darfur. 

The more than 1000 IDPs in the camp near Boro Medina had been displaced from about 70 villages in Southern Darfur last August. During these attacks, about 1000 people have been killed according to survivors. They spent several weeks in the bush before they crossed the border to Southern Sudan. During this time, they have been repeatedly attacked by Janjaweed. 

“On January 12, I went back to my sorghum field when three armed Janjaweed came up”, says 30 year old Jamal Zakaria Mohammad. “They told me: ‘You belong to the black who are making trouble. Today will be the last day of your life’”. They beat him with a leather whip and took his radio, his watch and his sorghum away.  Four days later, he was again beaten by a group of Janjaweed. Mohammed finally decided to leave this area and headed South. On February 1, he arrived in the IDP camp in Boro Medina. More IDPs are reportedly still on the way to Boro Medina. 

Continued presence of militias in South Sudan

Even though this area is part of South Sudan, there are still pro-Khartoum militias present. This is a clear violation of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement between the government and the ex-rebels in the South. In Raga, the principal town about 100 km east of the IDP camp, “Sign of Hope” visited military bases of two militias, called “Fursan” and “Quat al salam”. Both had been fighting alongside government forces during the war between North and South. According to their respective com​manders they have 1320 and 3750 fighters.

People in Raga consider their continued presence as a way of intimidation by Khar​toum. 

The “Joint Integrated Unit” – around 640 soldiers from government army and SPLA – based in Raga, seems to be unable to deal with these forces. “Only Khartoum can pull out these militias”, says Lt. Col. Ahmed Khalid Ahmed one of the two command​ers.

Recommendations 

Sign of Hope strongly calls upon the Government of Sudan to acknowledge the findings of the International Court of Justice and to fully cooperate with the ICC to bring Ahmed Haroun and Ali Muhammad Ali Abd-al-Rahman to justice. 

Sign of Hope’s deputy director, Klaus Stieglitz: “We are specifically asking the Gov​ernment of Sudan to fully implement the security related provisions of the CPA. To this end we urge the Government of Sudan to pull the Fursan fighters out of Raga. There is no room for Fursan militia or any ‘Other Armed Group’  in South Sudan.

Concerning the presence of the ‘Quat al salam’ in Raga, we are pointing out that according to the CPA all SAF and SPLA forces with the exception of those assigned to the Joint Integrated Units are to be redeployed to North and South of the 1.1.1956 border by July 9, 2007. We call upon the Government of Sudan to fully implement this provision of the CPA as this step would clearly contribute to a stabilization of the security situation in the area.”

Humanitarian Assistance carried out by Sign of Hope

Sign of Hope delivered 12 metric tons of relief items to 200 IDP families in Boro Me​dina. Each household received a kit of 15 kg maize, 10 kg beans, 5 kg energy bis​cuits, cooking oil, sugar, powder milk, salt, plastic sheets, soap, mosquito nets, blan​kets and cooking pots. The lorry that transported the goods from Nairobi needed about three weeks to reach the remote area in Western Bahr-el-Ghazal in South Sudan. Boro Medina is only reachable by road during the dry season. 

Sign of Hope is a German-based interdenominational organisation for human rights and humanitarian assistance. The organisation has Special Consultative Status with the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations. 
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